SUMMER READING INFORMATION
2020
Summer Reading is important for:
●
●
●
●
●

Retaining knowledge and skills learned during the school year
Advancing academic performance for the following year
Increasing successful reading experiences
Involving families in their child’s learning
Fostering a love of reading while offering an entertaining escape during the summer
months

For these and many other reasons, Blue Hills Regional encourages students to participate in this year’s
summer reading program! In the first weeks of school, students will be expected to take a survey, as
well as participate in summer reading activities within their classes that will activate learning in both
academics and their vocational programs.
This year, we are opening reading up to choice, including, but not limited to the following list of
suggestions. The list is organized by the following groups: Realistic Fiction, Mystery & Suspense,
Fantasy, Dystopian, Science Fiction, LGBT, Historical Fiction, Inspiration & Personal Growth,
Non-fiction, Biography & Memoir, Novels in Verse, and Myths.
You are welcome to purchase the book or borrow a copy from your local library. Since some libraries
may be closed this summer, we are providing instructions on how (most of) these books can be accessed
from a digital library for free. The list indicates which books can be accessed using Sora and/or hoopla.

Using Sora
Blue Hills is a member of the MLS Commonwealth eBook Collection. As a member of the Blue Hills
community, you can simply use your gmail login to borrow from the digital collection for free anytime,
anywhere. Watch this video to learn how. You can read your ebook on a computer (as shown in the
video) or you can download the Sora app on your phone or tablet. Your reading will automatically sync
across your devices. Most of the books in this collection are limited to a single loan per book, which
means that there may be a waitlist for certain books.

Using Hoopla
The advantage of using hoopla is that it provides an unlimited number of simultaneous loans per book.
This means that there is never a waitlist - all of the audiobooks and ebooks are always available. To
access the resources that are available on hoopla, you need an eCard to the Boston Public Library (BPL.)
Anyone who lives in Massachusetts is eligible for a BPL eCard. You can register for a BPL eCard here.
Once you have your eCard, you can sign up for hoopla and take advantage of all of its digital resources.
Watch this video to learn how. You can use hoopla on your computer, or you can download the hoopla
app to your phone or tablet.
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Summer Reading Suggestions for 2020
Realistic Fiction
American Street by Ibi Zoboi (2017)
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would
finally find une belle vie - a good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
Fabiola's mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud
American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit's west side;
a new school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. Just as she finds her footing
in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon
realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible
choice, will she pay the price for the American dream? (hoopla & Sora)
352 pages

Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver (2010)
For popular high school senior Samantha Kingston, February 12 - "Cupid Day" should be one big party, a day of valentines and roses and the privileges that come with
being at the top of the social pyramid. And it is…until she dies in a terrible accident
that night. However, she still wakes up the next morning. In fact, Sam lives the last day
of her life seven times, until she realizes that by making even the slightest changes, she
may hold more power than she ever imagined. (hoopla & Sora)
544 pages
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Far From The Tree by Robin Benway (2017)
Being the middle child has its ups and downs.But for Grace, an only child who was
adopted at birth, discovering that she is a middle child is a different ride altogether.
After putting her own baby up for adoption, she goes looking for her biological
family, including - Maya, her loudmouthed younger bio sister, who has a lot to say
about their newfound family ties. Having grown up the snarky brunette in a house full
of chipper redheads, she's quick to search for traces of herself among these
not-quite-strangers. And when her adopted family's long-buried problems begin to
explode to the surface, Maya can't help but wonder where exactly it is that she
belongs. And Joaquin, their stoic older bio brother, has no interest in bonding over
their shared biological mother. After seventeen years in the foster care system, he's
learned that there are no heroes, and secrets and fears are best kept close to the vest,
where they can't hurt anyone but him. (hoopla & Sora) 400 pages
The Field Guide to the North American Teenager b y Ben Philippe (2019)
Norris Kaplan is clever, cynical, and quite possibly too smart for his own good. A Black
French Canadian, he knows from watching American sitcoms that those three things don’t
bode well when you are moving to Austin, Texas. Plunked into a new high school and
sweating a ridiculous amount from the oppressive Texas heat, Norris finds himself
cataloging everyone he meets: the Cheerleaders, the Jocks, the Loners, and even the
Manic Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton of friends has never been a priority for him, and
this way he can at least amuse himself until it’s time to go back to Canada, where he
belongs. Yet against all odds, those labels soon become actual people to Norris…like
loner Liam, who makes it his mission to befriend Norris, or Madison the beta cheerleader,
who is so nice that it has to be a trap. Not to mention Aarti the Manic Pixie Dream Girl,
who might, in fact, be a real love interest in the making. But the night of the prom, Norris
screws everything up royally. As he tries to pick up the pieces, he realizes it might be time
to stop hiding behind his snarky opinions and start living his life—along with the people
who have found their way into his heart. (Sora) 384 pages

Game Changer by Tommy Greenwald (2018)
Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in a coma fighting for his life after an
unspecified football injury at training camp. His family and friends flock to his
bedside to support his recovery-and to discuss the events leading up to the tragic
accident. Was this an inevitable result of playing a violent sport, or was something
more sinister happening on the field that day? Told in an innovative, multimedia
format combining dialogue, texts, newspaper articles, transcripts, an online forum, and
Teddy's inner thoughts, Game Changer explores the joyous thrills and terrifying risks
of America's most popular sport. (hoopla) 304 pages
4

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (2017)
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood
where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance
between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her
childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name.
Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person
alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend
her community. It could also endanger her life. (Sora) 464 pages

The Haters b y Jesse Andrews (2016)
For Wes and his best friend, Corey, jazz camp turns out to be lame. It's pretty much
all dudes talking in Jazz Voice. But then they jam with Ash, a charismatic girl with
an unusual sound, and the three just click. It's three and a half hours of pure musical
magic, and Ash makes a decision: They need to hit the road. Because the road, not
summer camp, is where bands get good. Before Wes and Corey know it, they're in
Ash's SUV heading south, and The Haters Summer of Hate Tour has begun. (hoopla
& Sora) 336 pages

Here To Stay by Sara Farizan (2018)
What happens when a kid who's flown under the radar for most of high school gets
pulled off the bench to make the winning basket in a varsity playoff game? If his name
is Bijan Majidi, life is suddenly high fives in the hallways and invitations to exclusive
parties-along with an anonymous photo sent by a school cyberbully that makes Bijan
look like a terrorist. The administration says they'll find and punish the culprit. Bijan
wants to pretend it never happened. He's not ashamed of his Middle Eastern heritage;
he just doesn't want to be a poster child for Islamophobia. Lots of classmates rally
around Bijan. Others make it clear they don't want him or anybody who looks like him
at their school. But it's not always easy to tell your enemies from your friends. (hoopla
& Sora) 272 pages
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The How & The Why by Cynthia Hand (2019)
Cassandra McMurtrey has the best parents a girl could ask for; they've given Cass a
life she wouldn't trade for the world. She has everything she needs - but she has
questions, too. Like, to know who she is. Where she came from. Questions her
adoptive parents can't answer, no matter how much they love her. But eighteen years
ago, someone wrote Cass a series of letters. And they may just hold the answers Cass
has been searching for. (hoopla & Sora) 464 pages

I’m Not Dying With You Tonight by Gilly Segal, Kimberly Jones (2019)
Lena and Campbell aren't friends.Lena has her killer style, her awesome boyfriend,
and a plan. She knows she's going to make it big. Campbell, on the other hand, is just
trying to keep her head down and get through the year at her new school. When both
girls attend the Friday-night football game, what neither expects is for everything to
descend into sudden mass chaos. Chaos born from violence and hate. Chaos that
unexpectedly throws them together. They aren't friends. They hardly understand the
other's point of view. But none of that matters when the city is up in flames, and they
only have each other to rely on if they're going to survive the night. (hoopla & Sora)
272 pages

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng (2017)
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned—from
the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its
residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson,
whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren—an enigmatic artist and
single mother—who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and
rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four
Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a
mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully
ordered community. When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a
Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town—and
puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is
determined to uncover the secrets in Mia’s past. But her obsession will come at unexpected
and devastating costs. (Sora) 352 pages
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Michigan vs the Boys by Carrie S. Allen (2019)
Michigan Manning lives for hockey, and this is her year to shine. That is, until she gets
some crushing news: budget cuts will keep the girls' hockey team off the ice this year. If
she wants colleges to notice her, Michigan has to find a way to play. Luckily, there's still
one team left in town ….The boys' team isn't exactly welcoming, but Michigan's prepared
to prove herself. She plays some of the best hockey of her life, all while putting up with
changing in the broom closet, constant trash talk and "harmless" pranks that always seem
to target her. But once hazing crosses the line into assault, Michigan must weigh the
consequences of speaking up - even if it means putting her future on the line. (hoopla &
Sora) 304 pages

Pop by Gordon Korman (2019)
When Marcus moves to a new town in the dead of summer, he doesn’t know a soul. While
practicing football for impending tryouts, he strikes up a friendship with a man named
Charlie, the best football player Marcus has ever seen. He can’t believe his good luck when
he finds out that Charlie is Charlie Popovich, or “the King of Pop,” as he’d been
nicknamed during his career as an NFL linebacker. Charlie turns out to be a prankster, and
his actions get Marcus in trouble. He’s also the father of the quarterback at Marcus’s new
school - who leads the team in icing out the new kid. (Sora)  260 pages

Rock and A Hard Place by Angie Stanton (2013) 304 pages
In an instant, Libby's life went from picture-perfect to a nightmare. After surviving a
terrible car accident, Libby is abandoned by her father and left with her controlling aunt. A
new town, a new school, no friends-Libby is utterly alone. But then she meets Peter, the
lead singer in a rock band with his brothers. Peter hates that his parents overly manage his
life. Constantly surrounded by family, Peter just wants to get away. And when he meets
Libby, he's finally found the one person who only wants to be with him, not the rock star.
But while Peter battles his family's growing interference in both his music and his personal
life, Libby struggles with her aunt, who turns nastier each day. And even though Libby and
Peter desperately want to be together, their drastically different lives threaten to keep them
apart forever. (hoopla & Sora) 304 pages

Sick Kids in Love by Hannah Moskowitz (2019)
Isabel has one rule: no dating. It's easier. It's safer. It's better-for the other person.
She's got issues. She's got secrets. She's got rheumatoid arthritis. But then she
meets another sick kid. He's got a chronic illness Isabel's never heard of, something
she can't even pronounce. He understands what it means to be sick. He understands
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her more than her healthy friends. He understands her more than her own father
who's a doctor. He's gorgeous, fun, and foul-mouthed. And totally into her. Isabel
has one rule: no dating. It's complicated. It's dangerous. It's never felt better- to
consider breaking that rule for him. (hoopla & Sora) 300 pages
We Used To Be Friends by Amy Spalding (2020)
At the start of their senior year in high school, James (a girl with a boy's name) and Kat
are inseparable, but by graduation, they're no longer friends. James prepares to head off
to college as she reflects on the dissolution of her friendship with Kat while, in
alternating chapters, Kat thinks about being newly in love with her first girlfriend and
having a future that feels wide open. Over the course of senior year, Kat wants nothing
more than James to continue to be her steady rock, as James worries that everything
she believes about love and her future is a lie when her high-school sweetheart parents
announce they're getting a divorce. (hoopla & Sora) 368 pages
With the Fire on High b y Elizabeth Acevedo (2019)
Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago's life has been about
making the tough decisions-doing what has to be done for her daughter and her abuela.
The one place she can let all that go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something
magical to everything she cooks, turning her food into straight-up goodness. Even
though she dreams of working as a chef after she graduates, Emoni knows that it's not
worth her time to pursue the impossible. Yet despite the rules she thinks she has to play
by, once Emoni starts cooking, her only choice is to let her talent break free. (hoopla &
Sora) 400 pages

Mystery & Suspense
Monday’s Not Coming by Tiffany D. Jackson (2018)
Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. Claudia and Monday
have always been inseparable-more sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn't turn
up for the first day of school, Claudia's worried.When she doesn't show for the second
day, or second week, Claudia knows that something is wrong. Monday wouldn't just
leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last year's rumors and not with her
grades on the line. Now Claudia needs her best-and only-friend more than ever. But
Monday's mother refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, and Monday's sister April
is even less help.As Claudia digs deeper into her friend's disappearance, she discovers
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that no one seems to remember the last time they saw Monday. How can a teenage girl
just vanish without anyone noticing that she's gone? (hoopla & Sora) 464 pages
#MurderTrending by Gretchen McNeil (2018)
Welcome to the near future, where good and honest citizens can enjoy watching the
executions of society's most infamous convicted felons, streaming live on The Postman
app from the suburbanized prison island Alcatraz 2.0. When seventeen-year-old Dee
Guerrera wakes up in a haze, lying on the ground of a dimly lit warehouse, she realizes
she's about to be the next victim of the app. Knowing hardened criminals are getting a
taste of their own medicine in this place is one thing, but Dee refuses to roll over and
die for a heinous crime she didn't commit. Can Dee and her newly formed posse, the
Death Row Breakfast Club, prove she's innocent before she ends up wrongfully
murdered for the world to see? Or will The Postman's cast of executioners kill them off
one by one? (hoopla) 3 04 pages
Sadie by Courtney Summers (2018)
Sadie hasn't had an easy life. Growing up on her own, she's been raising her sister
Mattie in an isolated small town, trying her best to provide a normal life and keep their
heads above water. But when Mattie is found dead, Sadie's entire world crumbles.
After a somewhat botched police investigation, Sadie is determined to bring her sister's
killer to justice and hits the road following a few meager clues to find him. When West
McCray—a radio personality working on a segment about small, forgotten towns in
America—overhears Sadie's story at a local gas station, he becomes obsessed with
finding the missing girl. He starts his own podcast as he tracks Sadie's journey, trying
to figure out what happened, hoping to find her before it's too late. (Sora - audio) 320
pages
Truly Devious by Maureen Johnson (2018)
Ellingham Academy is a famous private school in Vermont for the brightest thinkers,
inventors, and artists. It was founded by Albert Ellingham, an early twentieth century
tycoon, who wanted to make a wonderful place full of riddles, twisting pathways, and
gardens. "A place," he said, "where learning is a game." Shortly after the school
opened, his wife and daughter were kidnapped. The only real clue was a mocking
riddle listing methods of murder, signed with the frightening pseudonym "Truly,
Devious." It became one of the great unsolved crimes of American history. True-crime
aficionado Stevie Bell is set to begin her first year at Ellingham Academy, and she has
an ambitious plan: She will solve this cold case. (hoopla & Sora) 448 pages
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WeTold Six Lies by Victoria Scott (2019)
Remember how many lies we told, Molly? It's enough to make my head spin. You
were wild when I met you, and I was mad for you. But then something happened. And
now you're gone. But don't worry. I'll find you. I just need to sift through the story of
us to get to where you might be. I've got places to look, and a list of names. The police
have a list of names, too. See now? There's another lie. There is only one person
they're really looking at, Molly. And that's yours truly. (hoopla & Sora) 352 pages

Fantasy
Grave Mercy b y Robin LaFevers (2012)

Why be the sheep, when you can be the wolf? Seventeen-year-old Ismae escapes
from the brutality of an arranged marriage into the sanctuary of the convent of St.
Mortain, where the sisters still serve the gods of old. Here she learns that the god
of Death Himself has blessed her with dangerous gifts - and a violent destiny. If
she chooses to stay at the convent, she will be trained as an assassin and serve as a
handmaiden to Death. To claim her new life, she must destroy the lives of others.
Ismae's most important assignment takes her straight into the high court of
Brittany - where she finds herself woefully under prepared - not only for the
deadly games of intrigue and treason, but for the impossible choices she must
make. For how can she deliver Death's vengeance upon a target who, against her
will, has stolen her heart? (Book #1 in the series.) (hoopla & Sora) 593 pages
Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake (2016)
In every generation on the island of Fennbirn, a set of triplets is born: three queens, all
equal heirs to the crown and each possessor of a coveted magic. Mirabella is a fierce
elemental, able to spark hungry flames or vicious storms at the snap of her fingers.
Katharine is a poisoner, one who can ingest the deadliest poisons without so much as a
stomachache. Arsinoe, a naturalist, is said to have the ability to bloom the reddest rose
and control the fiercest of lions. But becoming the Queen Crowned isn't solely a
matter of royal birth. Each sister has to fight for it. And it's not just a game of win or
lose…it's life or death. The night the sisters turn sixteen, the battle begins. The last
queen standing gets the crown. (hoopla & Sora) 416 pages
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A Winter’s Promise by Christelle Dabos (2018)
Where once there was unity, vastly different worlds now exist. Over each, the spirit of
an omnipotent and immortal ancestor abides. Long ago, following a cataclysm called
the Rupture, the world was shattered into many floating celestial islands, known now
as arks. Ophelia lives on Anima, where inhabitants can read the pasts of objects. She is
also a "mirror-traveler," possessing an ability that has been passed down to her through
generations. Her idyllic existence on Anima is disrupted when she is promised in
marriage to Thorn, an influential member of a distant clan. Still only a girl, Ophelia
must leave her family and follow her fiancé to Citaceleste, the capital of a cold and icy
ark called Pole. But there, her future husband seems indifferent to her and she slowly
realizes that her presence on Pole is part of a much bigger plot and has far-reaching
ramifications not only for her but for her entire world. (Hoopla & Sora) 448 pages

Dystopian
The Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer (2015)
High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an
asteroid knocks the moon closer to Earth, like "one marble hits another." The result is
catastrophic. How can her family prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis are
wiping out the coasts, earthquakes are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is
blocking out the sun? As August turns dark and wintery in northeastern Pennsylvania,
Miranda, her two brothers, and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of
their sunroom, where they subsist on stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth
of a wood-burning stove. (Book #1 in the series.) (hoopla & Sora) 366 pages

Munmun by Jesse Andrews (2018)
Warner and his sister Prayer are destitute-and tiny. Their size is not just demeaning, but
dangerous: day and night they face mortal dangers that bigger richer people don't ever
have to think about, from being mauled by cats to their house getting stepped on. There
are no cars or phones built small enough for them, or schools or hospitals, for that
matter-there's no point, when no one that little has any purchasing power, and when
salaried doctors and teachers would never fit in buildings so small. Warner and Prayer
know their only hope is to scale up, but how can two littlepoors survive in a world built
against them? (hoopla & Sora) 416 pages
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Science Fiction
Feed b y M.T. Anderson (2010)

For Titus and his friends, it started out like any ordinary trip to the moon - a
chance to party during spring break. But that was before the crazy hacker caused
all their feeds to malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with
nothing inside their heads for days. And it was before Titus met Violet, a
beautiful, brainy teenage girl who knows something about what it's like to live
without the feed - and about resisting its omnipresent ability to categorize human
thoughts and desires. (hoopla & Sora) 240 pages

LGBT
How To Be Remy Cameron  by Julian Winters (2019)
Everyone on campus knows Remy Cameron. He's the out-and-proud, super-likable guy
who friends, faculty, and fellow students alike admire for his cheerful confidence. The
only person who isn't entirely sure about Remy Cameron is Remy himself. Under
pressure to write an A+ essay defining who he is and who he wants to be, Remy
embarks on an emotional journey toward reconciling the outward labels people attach
to him with the real Remy Cameron within. (hoopla) 340 pages
It’s Not LIke It’s A Secret b y Misa Sugiura (2017)
Sixteen-year-old Sana Kiyohara has too many secrets. Some are small, like how it
bothers her when her friends don't invite her to parties. Some are big, like the fact that
her father may be having an affair. And then there's the one that she can barely even
admit to herself-the one about how she might have a crush on her best friend. (hoopla
& Sora) 400 pages

The Prince and the Dressmaker written and illustrated by Jen Wang
Paris, at the dawn of the modern age:Prince Sebastian is looking for a bride—or rather, his
parents are looking for one for him. Sebastian is too busy hiding his secret life from
everyone. At night he puts on daring dresses and takes Paris by storm as the fabulous Lady
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Crystallia—the hottest fashion icon in the world capital of fashion! Sebastian’s secret
weapon (and best friend) is the brilliant dressmaker Frances—one of only two people who
know the truth: sometimes this boy wears dresses. But Frances dreams of greatness, and
being someone’s secret weapon means being a secret. Forever. How long can Frances defer
her dreams to protect a friend? Jen Wang weaves an exuberantly romantic tale of identity,
young love, art, and family. A fairy tale for any age, The Prince and the Dressmaker will
steal your heart. (Sora) 288 pages

Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff Garvin (2016)
Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And gender fluid.
Some days Riley identifies as a boy, and others as a girl. But Riley isn't exactly out
yet. And between starting a new school and having a congressman father running for
reelection in über-conservative Orange County, the pressure-media and otherwise-is
building up in Riley's life. On the advice of a therapist, Riley starts an anonymous
blog to vent those pent-up feelings and tell the truth of what it's really like to be a
gender fluid teenager. But just as Riley's starting to settle in at school-even developing
feelings for a mysterious outcast-the blog goes viral, and an unnamed commenter
discovers Riley's real identity, threatening exposure. And Riley must make a choice:
walk away from what the blog has created-a lifeline, new friends, a cause to believe
in-or stand up, come out, and risk everything. (hoopla & Sora) 352 pages
They Both Die At the End by Adam Silvera (2017)
On September 5, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez and Rufus
Emeterio to give them some bad news: They're going to die today. Mateo and Rufus
are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they're both looking to make a new friend
on their End Day. The good news: There's an app for that. It's called the Last Friend,
and through it, Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great adventure-to
live a lifetime in a single day. (hoopla & Sora) 416 pages

You Asked for Perfect by Laura Silverman (2019)
Senior Ariel Stone is the perfect college applicant: first chair violinist, dedicated
volunteer, active synagogue congregant, and expected valedictorian. And he works
hard-really hard-to make his success look effortless. A failed calculus quiz is not part
of his plan. Not when he's number one. Not when his peers can smell weakness like a
freshman's body spray. Ariel throws himself into studying. His friends will understand
if he skips a few plans, and he can sleep when he graduates. But as his grade continues
to slide, Ariel realizes he needs help and reluctantly enlists a tutor, his classmate Amir.
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The two have never gotten along, but Ariel has no other options. Ariel discovers he
may not like calculus, but he does like Amir. Except adding a new relationship to his
long list of commitments may just push him past his limit. (hoopla & Sora) 288 pages

Historical Fiction
Orphan Train b y Christina Baker Kline (2014)
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the
East Coast to the farmlands of the Midwest, carrying thousands of abandoned children
whose fates would be determined by luck or chance. Would they be adopted by a kind
and loving family, or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor and
servitude? As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such child, sent by rail
from New York City to an uncertain future a world away. Returning east later in life,
Vivian leads a quiet, peaceful existence on the coast of Maine, the memories of her
upbringing rendered a hazy blur. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a
turbulent past.Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer knows that a community-service
position helping an elderly widow clean out her attic is the only thing keeping her out
of juvenile hall. But as Molly helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes and possessions,
she discovers that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they appear. A Penobscot
Indian who has spent her youth in and out of foster homes, Molly is also an outsider
being raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered questions about the past. (Sora)
320 pages

Within These Lines by Stephanie Morrill (2019)
When Evalina Cassano and Taichi Hamasaki are torn apart by the events following the
attack on Pearl Harbor, they must fight if they want any hope of returning to one
another before World War II steals their future together. (hoopla) 352 pages
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Inspiration & Personal Growth
The Alchemist, 25th Anniversary Edition by Paulo Coelho (2015)
Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian
shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead
him to riches far different-and far more satisfying-than he ever imagined. Santiago's
journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing
opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most
importantly, to follow our dreams. (hoopla & Sora) 208 pages

Non-fiction, Biography & Memoir
Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah (2019)
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily
Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and
a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in
prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for
the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his
mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him
away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and
his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the
opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. (Sora) 304 pages
Hey, Kiddo written and illustrated by Jarrett J. Krosoczka (2018)
In kindergarten, Jarrett Krosoczka's teacher asks him to draw his family, with a
mommy and a daddy. But Jarrett's family is much more complicated than that. His
mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, and in and out of Jarrett's life. His father is a
mystery -- Jarrett doesn't know where to find him, or even what his name is. Jarrett
lives with his grandparents -- two very loud, very loving, very opinionated people who
had thought they were through with raising children until Jarrett came along.
Jarrett goes through his childhood trying to make his non-normal life as normal as
possible, finding a way to express himself through drawing even as so little is being
said to him about what's going on. Only as a teenager can Jarrett begin to piece
together the truth of his family, reckoning with his mother and tracking down his
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father. Hey, Kiddo is a memoir about growing up in a family grappling with addiction,
and finding the art that helps you survive. (Sora) 320 pages
The Hot Zone: The Terrifying True Story of the Origins of the Ebola Virus by
Richard Preston (1999)
 highly infectious, deadly virus from the central African rain forest suddenly appears
A
in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. There is no cure. In a few days 90 percent of its
victims are dead. A secret military SWAT team of soldiers and scientists is mobilized
to stop the outbreak of this exotic "hot" virus. The Hot Zone tells this dramatic story,
giving a hair-raising account of the appearance of rare and lethal viruses and their
"crashes" into the human race. Shocking, frightening, and impossible to ignore, The
Hot Zone proves that truth really is scarier than fiction.
352 pages

The Radium Girls by Kate Moore (2017)
The incredible true story of the women who fought America's Undark danger. The
Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across the
nation as the fresh face of beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From
body lotion to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the otherwise
dark years of the First World War. Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the
glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers their bodies
from head to toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. With such a coveted
job, these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive - until they begin to fall mysteriously
ill. But the factories that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims
of the gruesome side effects, and the women's cries of corruption. And as the fatal
poison of the radium takes hold, the brave shining girls find themselves embroiled in
one of the biggest scandals of America's early 20th century, and in a groundbreaking
battle for workers' rights that will echo for centuries to come. (hoopla & Sora) 496
pages
*The Supremes’ Greatest Hits, 2nd Revised & Updated Edition: The 44 Supreme
Court Cases That Most Directly Affect Your Life by Michael G. Trachtman, Esq
(2016)  (*
 Required reading for AP U. S. Government)
Can the government seize your house to build a shopping mall? Can it determine what
control you have over your own body? Can police search your cellphone? The answers
to those questions come from the Supreme Court, whose rulings have shaped American
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life and justice and allowed Americans to retain basic freedoms such as privacy, free
speech, and the right to a fair trial. 240 pages
They Called Us Enemy by G Takei, J Eisinger, S Scott, illust by H Becker (2019)
In a graphic memoir, Takei revisits his haunting childhood in American concentration
camps, as one of over 100,000 Japanese Americans imprisoned by the U.S.
government during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped an American
icon-and America itself-in this gripping tale of courage, country, loyalty, and love.
(hoopla & Sora) 212 pages

Poetic Verse
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo (2018)
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever
since her body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do
the talking.But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration
and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like
prayers-especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman,
who her family can never know about. With Mami's determination to force her
daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are
best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school's slam poetry club, she
doesn't know how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still
can't stop thinking about performing her poems. Because in the face of a world that
may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. (hoopla & Sora) 384 pages

Myths
Heroes, Gods and Monsters Of The Greek Myths by Bernard Evslin (2012)
Get to know the iconic gods, heroes, and tragic figures: Zeus, the all-powerful father of
the gods; Hera, his cunning and jealous wife; seductive, golden-haired Aphrodite, the
goddess of love; King Midas, who greedily loves gold above all else; the sculptor
Pygmalion, who falls in love with his creation; and many more. With each story,
Evslin captures the beauty and power of Greek mythology, and through his funny
asides, he gives life to these ancient characters. (hoopla & Sora) 212 pages
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